Contact
Chester-le-Street Methodist Church
June 2022

OUR VISION
The Chester-le-Street Methodist Church is a people in
whom Christ's love is celebrated through Worship,
expressed through Service and shared through Mission.

CIRCUIT MINISTERS
Rev. Ian Kent
Tel: 0773 754 9881
e-mail: ian.kent@methodist.org.uk
Rev. Dr. Liz Kent
Tel.: 0191 388 3268
email: lizzyp77@hotmail.com
Deacon Linda Watkin
Tel: 0191 410 2082
e-mail: lindawatkin67@gmail.com

CHILDREN & FAMILIES WORKER
Neil Garlick
Tel: 07855 386292
e-mail: cfw.cornerstones@gmail.com
Facebook: Cornerstones Children and Families

This edition of Contact is available on-line at
https://clsmethodist.org.uk/styled-4/
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With our Minister Liz Kent still on sabatical, and
having enjoyed(?) her walk along the Camino de
Santiago in northern Spain, it might be
appropriate to follow her progress. The map of
the route is on page 4 together with some dates to
show her progress. Liz started on 24th April and
managed to complete the 783km (489 miles) walk
by Tuesday 24th May.
As promised she sent some photographs of her travels, which are
shown below. The following page shows her route and progress
over the month.
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MADE IT!!! 24th May

15th May
21st May

7th May
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Your Servant Elizabeth
Gracious God, we give You
thanks
for the reign of Your servant
Elizabeth our Queen,
and for the example of loving and
faithful service
which she has shown among us.
Help us to follow her example of
dedication
and to commit our lives to You
and to one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

A (Royal) Dog’s Life

So we’re all stuck behind closed
doors
Lest we might smudge them with
our paws.

We dogs, who live with royal folk
Who feel Her Maj’s royal stroke;
We like to hear important talk
Of dinner time, and our next walk.

But things will come to settle
down.
It’s life, when Mistress wears a
crown;
Yes, it will pass, you all will see
This business of the Jubilee.

But lately there’s been so much
rushing
People bowing, people fussing.
Trumpets blare and soldiers shout
What is all the noise about?
No-one thinks of corgis’ needs
Like, where’s our bone, and where’s
our leads?
We’re not allowed a doggy romp
‘Midst all the pageantry and pomp!

So, we shall wag our doggy tails!
Be happy, like the Prince of
Wales!
We think the Boss has done just
fine
Being Queen for all this time!

Adding to our canine woes
They all wear their finest clothes,

By Nigel Beeton
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Several events are planned for June as more of our
Cornerstones activities recommence:
Queen’s Jubilee Afternoon Tea On Saturday, 4th June at
3.00pm we’re celebrating the Queen’s Jubilee. The musical
duo Fool’s Gold will be entertaining us and tea will be served.
We’re asked to get into the mood by wearing something in
red, white and blue. Ladies are invited to wear a posh hat
and don’t forget the handbag! Gents are asked to wear a
snazzy waistcoat or fancy tie. Tickets, price £7, are available
from the office.
Saturday Coffee Mornings
The hosts for the June Coffee Mornings will be
4th June Boys’ Brigade
11th June Rainbows – for Church Funds
18th June Gillian Nairn – for Church Flower Fund
25th June Church Stewards – for Church Anniversary
Free Food Safety Course
On Wednesday 8th June from 10.0am – 4.0pm we’re holding
another Food Safety Course. To be eligible for this FREE
training you must be 19+, unemployed, retired/volunteering.
You must live or volunteer in County Durham to qualify. Please
book your place with the office.
Seated Yoga
On Fridays commencing 17th June, from 12.30pm – 2.0pm
we’re holding a group for Seated Yoga. This is an ideal way to
get fit if you have reduced mobility. It’s also a great way to
meet people and make friends. If you or someone you know
is interested please call at the office for more details.
6

Free First Aid Course
On Monday, 27th June from 10.0 – 4.0pm we have a Free First
Aid Course. To be eligible for this FREE training you must be
19+, unemployed, retired/volunteering. You must live or
volunteer in County Durham to qualify. Please book your
place with the office.
Wellbeing Course
We are pleased to announce that the next 6-week Wellbeing
Course, with sessions on crafting, meditation and Anxiety
Alleviation will begin soon. The course contents and dates will
be announced shortly. Please register your interest with the
Church Office.
U3A (University of the Third Age)
Are you retired? Do you enjoy learning? Would you like to
form new friendships with like-minded people? If you answer
‘yes’ to any or all of these then the U3A may be just what you
want. Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each
month with refreshments served from 9.30am and a guest
speaker at 10.0am. There are regular activities and visits
throughout the month. New members are allowed to attend
twice before joining. There’s an annual fee of £15 plus £2 for
each meeting.
During the month of June we’ll celebrate Her Majesty the
Queen’s 70th Jubilee. On her 21st birthday the then Princess
Elizabeth dedicated her life to the service of the UK and the
Commonwealth. Her unwavering Christian faith has helped
her to fulfil that promise. She has shown strong moral
leadership in her own quiet way. At the present time when
Ukraine is suffering unimaginable hardship and the ripples of
this war are being felt throughout the world, it may help to
remember the words of wisdom in her Christmas message of
2016 when she said,
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“It’s understandable that we sometimes think the
world’s problems are so big that we can do little to
help. On our own, we cannot end wars or wipe out
injustice, but the cumulative impact of thousands of
small acts of goodness can be bigger than we
imagine.”
We are fortunate indeed to have had such a monarch to
lead us for the last 70 years.
Jean Dobson

I would like to thank everyone for their kind
words on hearing that my wife, Joan, had
passed away.
She had a very difficult four years and I
believe, as we were promised, she is now in
a much better place.
Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in
God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s
house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I
go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I
am, there ye may be also. (John 14:1-3 KJV)
God bless you Joan.
David Piercy

I would like to thank friends for the cards, gifts, telephone calls and
visits which helped to make my 90th such a memorable occasion.
Derick Pringle.
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Editor: The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in
the Arts with a look at the famous Book of Kells…our picture shows
an eagle from the famous book.
The Thread of God’s love
In 563 an Irish monk was forced to
leave his homeland because of a
conflict that had led to a misuse of
power and even bloodshed. On
Pentecost Sunday he arrived on the
island of Iona off the north-west coast
of Scotland with twelve companions.
There he began a new way of life,
founded on Christ’s mercy and
forgiveness of the past, and so created
one of the great centres of faith and mission in the Christian Church.
His name was Columba, and we keep his feast day on 9th June.
His monastery on Iona started as a small cluster of wooden
buildings with a church and a guesthouse. Around were fields of
crops and cattle and bees. But under Columba’s guidance, it grew,
and from Iona monks were sent into Scotland as one arm of a
missionary advance that reached down through England to France
and across Europe.
That outreach was an amazing achievement. But just as amazing
was the consolidation of monastic life on Iona that resulted two
centuries later in the Book of Kells. This text of the four Gospels was
begun by scribes and artists in the library of Iona. It grew into one of
the masterpieces of Celtic art that was taken to Kells in Ireland to
escape the Viking invaders who ravaged the island.
Along with the text of the Gospels, there are illustrations of Jesus,
Mary and the four evangelists, together with decorations at once
intricate and fantastic: patterns that interweave and interlace across
the page with an odd face here and a weird creature there. The
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design is in brilliant detail, and you can follow the lines as they
weave in and out. This delight in patterns is evident in lots of Celtic
art.
It is good to imagine Columba on Iona meditating on the thread of
God’s grace woven into his life as he looked back to his years in
Ireland and his pilgrimage to Iona. It might have seemed at one
glance a complicated interweaving of events and experiences, and
then perhaps as he looked again, he would see God’s love
threading its way through that history and redeeming both it and
him.
It is the same for us. As we look at our lives, they may seem
complex and involved patterns of events and circumstances taking
us here and there. As we ponder those patterns, then we can begin
to see a thread woven into the patterns that guides and leads us on.
And as we stand back, all the patterns and threads seem to make
sense as we spot that guiding thread. Just as we can stand back
from the designs of this page and see God’s love spelling out the
name of Christ, our Lord.

COFFEE MORNING
Tuesday 23rd August 2022
Proceeds are in aid of fundraisng for

KATIE EAGER
Audrey Porter’s granddaughter)
who is taking part in

OPERATION WALLACEA
in Borneo in 2023
Operation Wallacea is a biodiversity and climate research organisation.
It runs biodiversity field expeditions to support the research of
hundreds of academics and funded from tuition fees paid by students
that then gain experience of working with publishing scientists.
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Platinum Jubilee Swimathon at Chester le Street Baths
on the 6th July between 6:00pm and 9:00pm
Teams of up to 6 swimmers are invited from groups to take part by
swimming as a relay for 30 minutes and to get sponsorship for
themselves and for the local Charities that the Rotary Club are
supporting which are;
Heel and Toe
Chester-le-Street’s Women Refuge
Josie’s Dragonflies
(supporting seriously ill teenagers)
The aim is for group teams to retaining some (up to 50%?) of the
sponsor money raised for their own funds, and donate the rest to
Rotary for distribution amongst the above charities.
Those swimming should be able to competently swim at least 100m
(4 lengths of the pool).
This is NOT an endurance swim - with typically with a team of six
taking part, it could mean that each individual swimmer might only
have to swim 2 lengths, 5 times during the 30 minutes.
For further information please contact Derick Lawson
derick.lawson@btinternet.com

Forthcoming (significant) Birthdays
August 26th
September 8th
September 19th

Stan Wright
Denis Greaves
Cynthia Wright
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We will be holding are annual Awards
Night on Tuesday 21st June, at 6:30pm
to which all family and friends are
cordially invited. The event will take
place in the Upper Room and last about
an hour,.
In addition to the usual collection of awards we will also be
presenting a President’s Award, the penultimate award in BB.
We have also been honoured by being invited to attend the Service
of Thanksgiving to mark the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty The
Queen in Durham Cathedral on Saturday 4th June.
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Join us on
Friday 15th July 7.30 p.m.
Chester-le-Street
Cricket Club
for an evening of Music with
Dicey Rileys
Tickets £17
(including hot buffet supper)

available from members of
the Fundraising Team or the
Church Office 3881313
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As we are still coming to terms as to whether we wear masks or not
it is difficult to get the proper advice and care, to develop skills, selfesteem and aspirations to enable us to live life to the full. We must
believe that we have a future and to really believe that as God's
children he has our interests at heart and to guide us to continue in
our Church, Community and Circuit and to trust Him for what is to
come I am rereading a book by William Barclay and one of the
things he writes about is being a member of the AA and not
necessarily needing them every day but when required it is always
nice to know that they are on hand to help with any problem that
may arise. Mr Barclay says there is a remarkable dose parallel to
what happens in life. everything may go smoothly for a while then
suddenly de hits you and it is in that moment we tum to God who we
know is there for us and He will make all the difference. Hopefully in
our lives when life gets difficult the more close we have kept our
contact with Him, the easier it is to find Him.
With every blessing, Doreen Hume

If you still have a Home Mission Box and are putting
some coins in I give you thanks as this last year has
been difficult for a lot of people and I appreciate that in
this moment in time everything is going up. Petrol and
food and all the services we need to keep sane like
gas and electricity are very important. The money from the boxes
always went to worthwhile causes so if you can and if possible
please ring me and l will do my best to collect them. Or as an
alternative could you leave them at the Cornerstone Office and
would be most appreciative. I am after this year standing down as
Secretary after doing the job for quite a few years and if anyone
feels they may take this on please let me know. Many thanks for the
help and support you have given me over the years.
Doreen Hume (Mission in Britain Secretary)
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Editor: These questions and answers are taken from The Faraday
Kids website (www.faradaykids.com). For even more science-faith
Q&A's, check out 101 Great Big Questions About God and Science,
Edited by L Henderson & S Bryant (Lion, 2022)
Help, my kids just asked me a science question!
Why aren’t dinosaurs in the
Bible?
The Bible wasn’t written to list all the
animals on earth or tell us about
science. It was written a long time
before people started to use science
to learn about the world.
When the Bible was written, people
didn’t even have a word for dinosaurs yet! But it’s not just dinosaurs
that aren’t mentioned in the Bible, it doesn’t talk about armadillos,
kangaroos, sabre-toothed cats or penguins either!
That doesn’t mean that the Bible is out of date or wrong, or that
these animals aren’t important. Rather than teaching us science,
many Christians believe that the Bible was written to tell people
about God, how much He loves them, and all the amazing things He
has done.
The Bible says that God made everything, and loves everything He
made, so that includes dinosaurs. It also encourages people to
explore and find out all about the wonderful things it says God has
made. Science is a part of this exploration.
Did God make the dinosaurs?
The Bible (the holy book that Christians read) says that God made
everything. All the stars, the Earth and all the amazing plants and
animals that have ever lived here. So yes, most Christians believe
that God made the dinosaurs!
The Bible also teaches that God loves it when people explore His
creation, and science is a great way of doing that. So, for many
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Christians, science is one of the fun things we can use to learn all
about how God made everything, including all of the dinosaurs!
Were humans and dinosaurs ever living on earth at the same
time?
Yes! But probably not the kind of dinosaur you’re thinking of! Most of
the dinosaurs died out a very, very long time ago, way before
humans first lived. But some of the smaller, feathery dinosaurs
survived and over a long time they have evolved into the animals we
call birds.
So, from chickens and robins to penguins and ostriches, there are
dinosaurs living all over our world today!
These questions and answers are taken from The Faraday Kids
website (www.faradaykids.com). For even more science-faith
Q&A's, check out 101 Great Big Questions About God and Science,

Prayer for June 2022
Heavenly Father,
Thank you for the beauty of the world you created, so evident in
this lovely month of June.
We bring before you, in prayer, those events going on in the world
which are so difficult to understand. We pray for all your children
who are suffering in any way, especially those affected by war.
Please, Lord, comfort them, assure them of your presence - and
deliver them from evil.
May we appreciate each day which you have made. Help us to
rejoice and be glad in the gift of each new day - and to trust you for
all our tomorrows, knowing that in you alone is our security.
In Jesus’ name. Amen
By Daphne Kitching
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At the time of writing, the Make Lunch team is preparing to deliver
activities themed around the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and a meal
of vegetarian chilli and fruit sponge on Monday 30th May. We’re
expecting to deliver 80 portions. Thank you to everyone who has
prepared resources, shopped, cooked and delivered. We know how
much the families value the deliveries; one parent told us, “We've
really benefitted from being part of Make Lunch. My children look
forward to the deliveries. They help us money wise. We appreciate
all the support.”
With two bank holidays this half-term week and several of the
regular volunteer team away, we weren’t able to run an in-person
session this school holiday. However, over the summer we’ve
committed to three in-person sessions and three deliveries with
some exciting activities including graffiti art, family cooking and
archery. If you’re interested in finding out more about volunteering
with Make Lunch (this could be welcoming families, helping with
activities, cooking, delivering or preparations for the session), now
would be a great time to contact Neil!
If you, or a family you know, with children under 16, would benefit
from being part of Make Lunch, please get in touch with Neil.
Future events and sessions for children and families
Following the success of our Easter activities, we want to put on
similar events for families in the future. These are likely to have a
link to Christian faith as well as being opportunities to get to know
families better and invite them to other activities with deeper links to
faith. It would be wonderful to hold one of these events during the
school summer holiday.
We are looking to build a team of potential volunteers who are
happy to be in an email contact group so that volunteers can be
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involved from the early stages of planning. These volunteers might
help plan events, prepare/purchase resources or be at the events
themselves.
If you would like to be part of this email contact group, please let
Neil know as soon as possible.

ReNEw Holidays
ReNEw North East is a Christian
charity helping children and
families across the North East to
know Jesus. This summer they
will be running four holidays for
children/families based at Scoughall near North Berwick in
Scotland. Neil will be part of the team for the 8-12s holiday. There
are also holidays for 12-16s and 16-22s. The last holiday will be for
families over the August Bank Holiday weekend; Neil may also join
the team for the family holiday.
At the time of writing, five families who we know through our
activities have booked for the family camp. There are also several
families interested in booking spaces for their children at the 8-12s
holiday. Over the coming weeks, we are hoping to organise some
opportunities for the families involved to do some fundraising.
There will also be other opportunities to support ReNEw financially.
If your family or a family you know would like to know more about
the holidays themselves, you can contact Neil for more information
or go to the website - www.renewne.org.uk/summer-holidays You
can also book places at this website. Do let Neil know if you are
making a booking.

The next children and families work prayer meeting will be on Friday
17th June at 11:30am, as part of the Friday prayer meeting. We
usually meet in the Walter Best Hall. We’d love for you to join us,
whether you want to pray out loud, listen to others praying, or
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prayerfully chat. We generally meet on the first Friday each month
but that’s a bank holiday in June. If a Friday morning isn’t a good
time for you, but you’d like to pray about our work with children and
families, do use the articles in Contact magazine to give ideas about
what to pray for, or speak to Neil if you’d like to pray with others.

At Jigsaw in May, five families joined us to celebrate Jesus being
alive with singing, dancing, making a shaker and party poppers! We
then sat round a camp-fire to hear the story of Peter being forgiven
by Jesus after a fishing trip then made our own forgiveness fish.
We next meet at 4pm on Sunday 5th June. We’ll celebrate
Pentecost with dancing, making streamers, bubble painting and
finding out who the Holy Spirit is and how the Holy Spirit helps us.
We’d love for you to join us to worship God in a creative way
(whatever your age!)

Our next monthly Faith in Music session is on Wednesday 29th June
at 8pm. We will listen to a piece of music and use it to discuss its
themes and how they relate to our faith. Everyone is welcome
whatever faith means to them. Please do invite anyone with a love
of music and an interest in sharing in conversation about life and
God. The Zoom codes are always:
·
·

Meeting ID - 916 4020 1207
Passcode – FaithM

In May, we listened to ‘Unconditional I (Lookout Kid)’ by Arcade Fire
and reflected on unconditional love, amongst other things.
Thank you for your support, interest and prayers in our work with
children and families. Do contact me if you would like to know
more. Every Blessing,
Neil (07855 386292; cfw.cornerstones@gmail.com)
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You are invited to Chester-le-Street
Methodist Church’s monthly all age
worship event…

We explore what being a Christian means for us
today through sketches, songs, activities and
conversation in a relaxed atmosphere.

Here are the Sunday dates and themes
for this year:
5th June – Pentecost
3rd July 2022 – The Last Supper –
Hopefully meeting in Riverside Park
cfw.cornerstones@gmail.com
or call 07855 386292.
Neil Garlick, Children & Families Worker

Techie trouble
The vicar had technical problems with the sound system one
Sunday. Instead of starting the service as usual with ‘The Lord be
with you’, he said: “There’s something wrong with the microphone.”
Not hearing this, the congregation responded: “And also with you.”
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Those articles without names along with God in the Sciences, God in the Arts are
courtesy of Parish Pump

CORNERSTONES
Tel: Office - 0191 388 1313
Mobile - 0780 674 5097
e-mail - info@cornerstonescentre.co.uk
www.cornerstonescentre.co.uk
CORNERSTONES MISSION STATEMENT
A permanent commitment by the whole Church to reach out
and become more involved in the life of the community of
Chester-le-Street and for the community to be supported
by the wider Church family.
Items for "Contact" to be handed in by the 10th of the month to:
Derick Lawson, 2 Loweswater Avenue, Chester-le-Street, DH2 3HJ
Tel: 3884684 e-mail: - derick.lawson@btinternet.com
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