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Love really is all around………..

The opening lines of the song Love is all around go,

I feel it in my fingers,
I feel it in my toes, Love is all around me,
And so the feeling grows,
It’s written on the wind
It’s everywhere I go, oh yes it is…

I have witnessed an awakening from the pandemic and the joy of 
people being able to share that very feeling with one another.

Like many of you, times have been very much a challenge and 
changed significantly, non-more than with the work of Secret Santa. 
The food bank who has been a massive supporter of our work 
providing much needed relief for some of the most disadvantaged 
families in our community, is experiencing something of a drought. 
We currently are unable to supply the relief they had been 
accustomed to, however other sources have come to the fore 
namely, The Refuse café and the Bread-and-Butter Thing, in their 
own way it is a next step for families on the road to being able to 
seek help for themselves.

We are however providing our traditional Christmas hampers for all 
the families still linked to us and the foodbank have pledged to help 
us as much as they can, Secret Santa will make up any shortfall. If 
you helped last year in a shoebox principled manner, I will be in 
touch soon to see if you wish to again be part of the work or if want 
to know more about this aspect of Secret Santa please get in touch 
with me.

I am not currently able to be anywhere near as physically involved 
but there are plans to overcome this issue and so make sure our 
18th year is as successful as all the rest.

You may think, he is busy for Christmas already, the answer is very 
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much so, it takes a good six months planning and preparation to 
make it happen.

Despite the lack of food being available, a steady donation of 
clothes to everything household continues flow in, in fact it has 
almost replaced the physical work of food deliveries……The good 
Lord truly works in mysterious ways his wonders to perform.

This year we will be supporting two of our young people on projects 
linked with their schools in Borneo and a small horticultural project 
in Cestria School.

It is also in our plans to support the young people who from time to 
time bless us with their music, by recording their songs and 
producing a CD…..watch this space for more.

So, as you can see Secret Santa continues to grow and grow 
thanks once again to your prayers, support and shared enthusiasm 
for the work.

Before I close and with the song in mind, Love is all around, I must 
share an unrelated story from the Jubilee celebrations. My 12-year-
old grandson (one of Santa’s helpers) came in from school one day 
and in passing said Grandad I have written a poem it is in the back 
of my English book……this is it…….

MY QUEEN

Elizabeth Regina, a glorious name,
for a glorious Queen with a glorious reign,
you came to the throne young and free,
not knowing how brilliant a leader you would be.

Courage and loyalty are your traits,
you are the Queen and head of state,
a mother, grandmother and great grandmother too,
you are the one there’s no other like you.
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70 years may seem a long time,
but the diamonds on your crown continue to shine,
many miles you’ve travelled, many places you’ve seen,
you’re a very special Queen.

14 prime ministers stood by your side,
through war, crisis and economic slide,
our nation looks up to you with awe and wonder,
Hoping you stay our Majesty for a little while longer….

Matthew Johnson 12

I was so moved by the simplicity of his words for one so young I felt 
the need to share them with you.

I will be back after the summer to update you with the continuing 
work of Secret Santa, till then thank you all and God bless, you truly 
are an example that “Love is all around”.

Fred

Courtesy of Marjory & Bob Fleetham
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The rising cost of living has affected us all and this is equally true 
with regard to the costs of running the Church premises. Most 
service costs can be controlled by those responsible for using them, 
but this is not necessarily the case with the use of electricity. This 
very often depends on individuals and how they use equipment, 
both in the kitchen and in the office, by switching off lights and 
disconnecting electric plugs when not required. It is so easy to 
forget just how much electricity we use on a daily basis and how 
increasingly costly this has become. More specifically, it’s easy to 
forget just how much we might be wasting.

Conservation has become a major issue in our lives, and it is easy 
to forget that we all have a part to play. Very often people don’t feel 
the urgency to save electricity because they don’t feel the 
immediate positive effects of doing so – or the negative effects of 
not bothering. World fuel reserves are declining and if our 
consumption continues at current levels then availability will rapidly 
decrease, prices will escalate having a catastrophic effect on the 
lives of people across the globe.

On the wider question of energy conservation, the suggestions set 
out above might not appear to be important but the resulting savings 
to the Church and Cornerstones could be significant and in the 
present climate of rising costs this could be crucial. 

Finally, do keep reminding groups/organisations and anyone using 
our premises to follow the conservation measures set out above.

Thanks, Donna

'Find a life worth enjoying; take risks; love deeply; have no 
regrets; and always, always have rebellious hope. And finally, 
check your poo – it could just save your life'."

Dame Deborah James
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Editor:  The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in 
the Arts with a look at ‘The Potato Planters’ by Jean-Francois Millet, 
which hangs in the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. If you use the 
picture, please credit:  Jean-François Millet, Public domain, via 
Wikimedia Commons
Enter My Rest
At this time of the year we are planning and looking forward to 
holidays: to that welcome break away from the pressures and 
responsibilities of daily life and work. The book of Genesis opens 
with a glorious account of God’s work of creation and tells us that 
even God rested on the 7th day.
We all need to find that balance of work and rest, of activity and 
slowing down in our lives. And we are not always good at that 
because our world seems to be in the fast lane. We rush 
everywhere, we rush out of habit, and we rush because everyone 
around us is rushing. 
This month’s painting, 
‘The Potato Planters’ 
by Jean–Francois 
Millet, a 19th century 
French artist, portrays 
two peasants at work. 
They don’t seem to be 
rushing, but Millet has 
certainly portrayed the 
hard toil of their work, 
digging in the earth 
from sunrise to sunset 
to eke out a living. 
Millet was the son of a 
farm labourer and 
many of his paintings convey the severe realism of peasant life. We 
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COFFEE MORNING
Tuesday 23rd August 2022

Proceeds are in aid of fundraisng for 

KATIE EAGER 
Audrey Porter’s granddaughter)

who is taking part in

OPERATION WALLACEA
in Borneo in 2023

Operation Wallacea is a biodiversity and climate research organisation. 
It runs biodiversity field expeditions to support the research of 
hundreds of academics and funded from tuition fees paid by students 
that then gain experience of working with publishing scientists.

can sympathise with the couple working on the land, and our eyes 
focus on them as they dominate the canvas.
But in the corner under the shade of a tree there is a donkey and a 
sleeping child. The donkey knows only too well the reality of toil and 
work, but here he is resting, enjoying the peace and the shade. 
Andy Merrifield, an American philosopher, has just published an 
account of his travels with a donkey, Gribouille. As they journey 
together, the donkey teaches him the value of patience, the 
importance of going slowly through the world, and the preciousness 
of tender friendship between humans and animals. They are all 
caught up in the little donkey in this painting.
The man and woman in the foreground may reflect our own lives 
with the duties, the expectations and the demands called of us at 
work. Take time to focus on the donkey, enjoying his rest. Take time 
this summer to find relaxation and recreation on holiday. The world 
may carry on spinning around us, but use that holiday to stand apart 
and enter into the rest that God enjoyed after His work of creation. 
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Teams of up to 6 swimmers are invited from groups to take part by 
swimming as a relay for 30 minutes and to get sponsorship for 
themselves and for the local Charities that the Rotary Club are 
supporting which are;

Heel and Toe
Chester-le-Street’s Women Refuge

Josie’s Dragonflies
(supporting seriously ill teenagers)

The aim is for group teams to retaining some (up to 50%?) of the 
sponsor money raised for their own funds, and donate the rest to 
Rotary for distribution amongst the above charities.
Those swimming should be able to competently swim at least 100m 
(4 lengths of the pool).
This is NOT an endurance swim - with typically with a team of six 
taking part, it could mean that each individual swimmer might only 
have to swim 2 lengths, 5 times during the 30 minutes.
For further information please contact Derick Lawson 
derick.lawson@btinternet.com

Platinum Jubilee Swimathon at Chester le Street Baths
on the 6th July between 6:00pm and 9:00pm

Forthcoming (significant) Birthdays
August 26th Stan Wright
September 8th Denis Greaves
September 19th Cynthia Wright
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Join us on 

Friday 15th July 7.30 p.m.
Chester-le-Street

Cricket Club 
for an evening of Music with  

Dicey Rileys
Tickets £17

(including hot buffet supper)

available from members of 
the Fundraising Team or the 

Church Office  3881313
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We have 2 concerts planned for July:
The Argus Singers  will hold a concert on  Saturday, 9th July at 
7.0pm,  with conductor Ian Murray and accompanist Janet 
Trewick.   Admission is free but donations are welcome.  Do come 
along for a pleasant evening of entertainment.

The Dicey Rileys  will play at a concert arranged by our Fund 
Raising Group on Friday, 15th July at 7.30pm at Chester-le-Street 
Cricket Club. As well as great entertainment by the trio the tickets, 
price £17, include a hot buffet supper.

There’ll be several courses over the summer. To be eligible for the  
free training for Food Safety and 1st Aid courses, you must be 19+, 
unemployed, retired or volunteering. You must live or volunteer in 
County Durham. To book your place call at the Church office.

Food Safety Course:- these are planned on Tuesday, 5th July and 
Tuesday, 19th July from 10.0am – 4.00pm. To be eligible for this 
course you must pay Council Tax to County Durham. 

Mini First Aid:- Come and learn what to do in an emergency and 
learn CPR, and what action to take for bumps, breaks, burns, febrile 
seizures and meningitis. All for just £25! To book a place call at the 
Church Office. The course will be held on Wednesday, 13th July 
from 1.0pm – 3.0pm.

Emergency First Aid at Work:- the courses is planned for 
Thursday, 11th August from 10.0am – 4.00pm.

First Aid Course:- 15th September from 10.0am – 4.00pm.

Something totally new for Cornerstones is the

After the upheaval of the last 2 years things are almost back to 
normal and we can all relax and enjoy the summer.  The gardens 
and the countryside are at their most glorious and the English 
hedgerows are full of wild flowers.  The hymnwriter,  William 
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Walsham How,  captured the mood of summer in his well-known 
hymn:

            Summer suns are glowing over land and sea;
            Happy light is flowing bountiful and free.
            Everything rejoices in the mellow rays:
            All earth’s thousand voices swell the psalm of praise.
             Lord, upon our blindness thy pure radiance pour;
            For thy loving kindness make us love thee more.
            And when clouds are drifting dark across our sky,
            Then the veil uplifting Father be thou nigh.

We do, indeed, have much to thank God for in His creation and for 
His constant presence with us even in the dark times.
Jean  Dobson

We held our annual Awards Night on Tuesday 21st June.  It was 
good to be able to return to a more ‘nornal’ awards night and good 
to see so many family and friends who had come along to support 
the boys and the Company in general.
Apart from the usual programme that were 
presented there were alss presentations to 
Callum,one of the Anchor Section, as his 
picture for the Platinum Jubilee had been 
one of the 70 (out of over 500) that had 
been selected to be sent to the Queen 
from BB.
The night also included Dominic Bevan 
being presented with his President’s 
Badge, the penultimate award in BB.
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I do hope by now after the last two years of the pandemic and lock 
down, most of us have managed to "sort of" relax a little and try to 
recharge our batteries. As we enter the summer months and 
hopefully the warmer weather together with the longer evenings we 
can move forward with more confidence and enjoy the  freedoms 
that we have once again.

"When it’s spring again I’ll bring again
Tulips from Amsterdam.....
For the day I’ll know we share these Tulips from Amsterdam"

Many of you I’m sure will remember these lyrics sung by Max 
Bygraves in 1958. For several years going to visit the Tulips at 
Kuekenhof in Amsterdam has been on my bucket list. When a good 
friend suggested that we make such a trip, I had no hesitation in 
saying yes. The trip was part of a seven day cruise incorporating a 
trip to the Kuekenhof Tulip fields, Brugge and Hornfleur. I must 
confess after accepting the invitation I was a little sceptical about 
covid, after all like most folks I had not strayed very far from home 
for the last two years. After being tested for covid prior to 
embarkation and getting a negative result together with the 
safeguarding measures in place I was quietly confidant that all 
would be well as it indeed it turned out to be.
What can I say about Kuekenhof, unique and unforgettable in every 
way. I have never seen so many flowering tulips. Did you know 
there are over two thousand varieties and that Tulips originally came 
from Turkey. It would seem that the Sultan gave some Tulips to the 
Austrian ambassador who passed them on to a Dutchman Carolus 
Clusies who planted the first Tulip bulbs in Holland in 1593
Seven million flowering tulips, Daffodils and other varieties of 
flowers cover this vast area which takes three hours to walk around. 
It has a reputation as being the most beautiful spring garden in the 
world and the unique scent and colour has to be seen to be 
believed. It is said that over one million people a year from all 
countries and cultures meet in Keukenhof to enjoy the splendour of 
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the Dutch flowers. Everyone loves the spring flowers.
“Yet I tell you that Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these.”

Mathew 6 v 29.
Flowers belong to celebrations and rituals world wide in every 
culture in their own way and we thank you God for your gift of 
flowers which bring pleasure to so many
My visit to Kuekenhof was a filled with beauty and wonderful 
memories and for all you gardeners out there and those of you who 
just enjoy flowers a wonderful experience and one which I certainly 
will not forget.
At the time of writing this report we have just celebrated the Queens 
Platinum Jubilee. What a celebration of her life over the last seventy 
years. People of all nationalities and religions have joined together 
to pay tribute to a wonderful lady. Her reign of seventy years is the 
longest of any British monarch, We give thanks for all that she has 
done for her country. Her Christian faith has remained steadfast 
throughout her life and has played a huge part in helping her fulfil 
her duties.
Barack Obama sums up her life in these words.

"Queen Elizabeth has been constant in our lives and has 
touched a lot of hearts in the world. Her life has been a 
gift not only to the UK but to the world"

We wish her well and hope she will continue to reign over us.
Every Blessing, Marion Smith 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the 
courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the 
difference. Living one day at a time, enjoying one moment at a time; 
accepting hardship as a pathway to peace; taking, as Jesus did, this 
sinful world as it is, not as I would have it; trusting that You will 
make all things right if I surrender to Your will; so that I may be 
reasonably happy in this life and supremely happy with You forever 
in the next. Amen.
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During the recent half term holiday Make Lunch delivered activities 
themed around the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with a vegetarian chilli 
and fruit sponge to 80 people.  Here’s a couple of comments from 
the families: “The food was delicious, and the kids had fun making 
the shakers”, “Thanks again for another fabulous activity pack.  We 
have all had fun.”  Thank you to all the team who shopped, prepared 
resources, cooked and delivered.

This summer we are running in person sessions on Thursdays 28th 
July and 11th August and Monday 22nd August, and we’ll be 
delivering on Mondays 25th July and 8th August and Thursday 
25th August.  We’ve got some exciting activities lined up, including 
graffiti art, making pizzas with Creative Kitchen and a dinosaur 
themed indoor picnic.  If you, or a family you know, with children 
under 16, would benefit from being part of Make Lunch, please get 
in touch with Neil.

We’d like to pass on our thanks to Joan Moore who is stepping back 
from leading the Make Lunch cooking team after over a year in the 
role.  Joan has led the team in preparing some delicious food and 
has done an incredible amount behind the scenes in preparing 
recipes, shopping lists and buying all the food.  Thank you Joan!  As 
we approach our busy summer program, we’d love to hear from you 
if you’d like to volunteer with Make Lunch, especially if you could 
play a role in cooking or shopping for food.  Please contact me as 
soon as possible to find out more about registering as a Make Lunch 
volunteer.

Summer Activity Session for children and families
Following the success of our Easter activities, we are planning a 
Summer Activity Session on Wednesday 24th August, 
3pm-6:30pm.  This will have a similar format to the Easter activities 
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with families being invited to drop in at any time between 3:00 and 
6:30pm for a range of craft and play activities based around a Bible 
story, along with drinks and cakes.  Let me know if you’d like to 
bring your family along.

We need several volunteers to make this event happen, roles will 
include welcoming, running activities, serving food and drinks, 
baking and preparing resources.  We’re having a planning meeting 
on Wednesday 29th June at 2pm; we’d love for as many people to 
join this as possible.  We’ll meet on Zoom (but let Neil know if you’d 
rather meet in person at church).  The codes are:

Meeting ID – 975 7526 0007
Passcode - 265104

If you’re interested in helping at faith-based events for children and 
families, but aren’t available this summer, please let me know so 
that you can be added to a contact list.   

ReNEw Holidays
ReNEw North East 
is a Christian charity 
helping children and 
families across the 
North East to know 
Jesus.  This summer 
they will be running 
four holidays for 
children/families based at Scoughall near North Berwick in 
Scotland.  I will be part of the planning and leadership team for the 
8-12s holiday and will attend the family camp over the August Bank 
Holiday weekend.  There are also holidays for 12-16s and 16-22s.

Six families who we know through our activities have booked for the 
family camp and one child for the 8-12s camp.  However, there is 
still time for more children/families we know to book.  If you’d like to 
find out more, or book a space go to www.renewne.org.uk/summer-
holidays or speak to me.

http://www.renewne.org.uk/summer-holidays
http://www.renewne.org.uk/summer-holidays
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The money which the families are requested to contribute for the 
holidays will not cover the full costs.  There are two ways in which 
you can support ReNEw NE if you would like to:

• The proceeds of the coffee morning on Saturday 16th July will 
be given to ReNEw NE so please come along and enjoy a drink 
and a cake that day.  I would also love to hear from 4 people to 
help me run this coffee morning.

• If you would like to make a financial contribution, there will be a 
box available during worship, or you could hand it in at the office 
during the week.  Cash should be in an envelope labelled 
‘ReNEw North East Holidays 2022’ and cheques should be made 
payable to ‘RENEW NE’.  Ask me for ReNEw’s bank details if you 
want to give in this way.

The next two children and families work prayer meetings will be on 
Friday 15th July and Friday 12th August at 11:30am, as part of the 
Friday prayer meeting.  We usually meet in the Walter Best Hall.  
We’d love for you to join us, whether you want to pray out loud, 
listen to others praying, or prayerfully chat.  We generally meet on 
the first Friday each month but not in July or August!  If a Friday 
morning isn’t a good time for you, but you’d like to pray about our 
work with children and families, do use the articles in Contact 
magazine to give ideas about what to pray for, or speak to me if 
you’d like to pray with others.

 

At Jigsaw in June, three families joined us to celebrate Pentecost 
with singing, dancing, hearing the story of the church’s birth, bubble 
painting and making streamers.

We next meet at 4pm on Sunday 3rd July in Riverside Park (near 
the tall trees in the large field).  We’ll play games, hear a story about 
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a son who was loved very much and make some pigs.  We’d love 
for you to join us (whatever your age!) – bring your own picnic tea.  
Do let me know if you’re planning to come in-case we need to make 
alternative arrangements based on the weather.

 

Our next monthly Faith in Music sessions are on Wednesday 29th 
June and Thursday 28th July at 8pm.  We listen to a piece of 
music and use it to discuss its themes and how they relate to our 
faith.  Everyone is welcome whatever faith means to them.  Please 
do invite anyone with a love of music and an interest in sharing in 
conversation about life and God.  The Zoom codes are always:

·      Meeting ID - 916 4020 1207
·      Passcode – FaithM

In June, we’ll listen to the song ‘I love you, I hate you’ by rapper 
Little Simz and reflect on fathers and male role models.

 

As COVID restrictions have eased, I’ve been able to return to 
leading ‘in person’ assemblies with year 2 at Cestria Primary 
School.  That’s after over 2 years of recording video assemblies!  
The first two assemblies had the themes of forgiveness (based 
around Jesus forgiving Peter) and leadership (based around the 
story of Esther).  There are two more assemblies planned before the 
end of the school year.

Year 2 at Cestria Primary are hoping to join us in December for the 
‘Christmas Journey’.  This is an interactive and immersive 
experience about the first Christmas.  More details to follow in the 
autumn!

Certificate in Family Ministry
You may know that I completed a week-long course in Family 
Ministry through Cliff College in January.  After this teaching week I 
completed two assignments (a book review of a Methodist Church 



report into family ministry and a reflective journal about work with 
families here).  I was awarded a B – do feel very welcome to ask 
about what I learnt!

Thank you for your support, interest and prayers for our work with 
children and families.  Do contact me if you would like to know 
more.

Every Blessing, Neil (07855 386292; cfw.cornerstones@gmail.com)

St Swithun’s Day is on 15th July.   
St Swithun’s day, if thou dost rain,
For forty days it will remain;
St Swithun’s day, if thou be fair,
For forty days ’twill rain na mair.
Ancient rhyme

The text is from my testimony on 22nd May. 
I would like to share with you a revelation of understanding that 
happened to me not too long ago.
I’ve been having to visit Darlington Memorial hospital recently quite 
a number of times. When you walk across the car park the hospital 
is in front of you and there are hundreds of windows to see.
I got to thinking – suppose behind every window there was a patient 
who needed God’s presence and comfort – how could he be there 
in hundreds of places at once?
I toyed with this thought for a while and then came into my mind a 
well-known verse from Matthew Ch 19 vs 26 “With man this is 
impossible but with God all things are possible” …and there’s the 
answer !
Regards, Robert

mailto:cfw.cornerstones@gmail.com
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You are invited to Chester-le-Street 
Methodist Church’s monthly all age 
worship event…

We explore what being a Christian means for us 
today through sketches, songs, activities and 
conversation in a relaxed atmosphere.

cfw.cornerstones@gmail.com
or call 07855 386292.
Neil Garlick, Children & Families Worker

3rd July 2022 – The Last Supper –  Hopefully meeting in Riverside 
Park

Here are the Sunday dates and themes 
for this year:

Green Blackboards - Michel Quoist
The school is up to date.
Proudly, the principal tells of all the improvements.
The finest discovery, Lord, the green blackboard.
The scientists have studied long, they have made experiments;
We know now that green is the ideal colour, that it doesn’t tire the 
eyes, that it is quieting and relaxing. 
It has occurred to me Lord, that you didn’t wait so long to paint the 
trees and the meadows green. Your research laboratories were 
efficient, and in order not to tire us, you perfected a number of 
shades of green for your modern meadows.
And so the ‘finds’ of men consist in discovering what you have 
known from time immemorial.
Thank you, Lord for being the good Father who gives his children 
the joy of discovering by themselves the treasures of his intelligence 
and love. 

mailto:cfw.cornerstones@gmail.com
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CORNERSTONES
Tel: Office - 0191 388 1313

Mobile - 0780 674 5097
e-mail - info@cornerstonescentre.co.uk

www.cornerstonescentre.co.uk
CORNERSTONES MISSION STATEMENT

A permanent commitment by the whole Church to reach out 
and become more involved in the life of the community of 
Chester-le-Street and for the community to be supported 

by the wider Church family.
Items for "Contact" to be handed in by the 10th of the month to:

Derick Lawson, 2 Loweswater Avenue, Chester-le-Street, DH2 3HJ
Tel: 3884684 e-mail: - derick.lawson@btinternet.com

Those articles without names along with God in the Sciences, God in the Arts are 
courtesy of Parish Pump


