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Dear Friends,
Every year Holy Week gives us the opportunity to journey with
Jesus to the cross as we remember the events of the final week of
his earthly ministry before his death and resurrection. For some of
us, that has traditionally involved coming to the Sunday services at
church on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, the Walk of Witness on
Good Friday, a service on Good Friday in the afternoon and finally
celebrating Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Day as we gather for
worship in the church building. Many of us will recall how 2 years
ago that ‘journey’ was diﬀerent as we were confined to our homes
in lockdown. Last year, our journey through Holy Week and Easter
came just after the ‘stay at home order’ lifted, but gatherings were
still limited to 6 people outdoors or 2 households. We have learned
to journey through Holy Week and Easter in our homes - a journey
which was less physical in its distance of travel, but an inward
journey as we remembered the events of Holy Week through
prayers, readings, printed services and Zoom services.
This year we are legally able to meet together, so our journey to
Easter will include more ‘physically present’ gatherings, though we
are mindful that there are many who are physically unable to join us
and who continue to journey toward Easter in their homes. As we
dwell again on the sacrificial love which took Jesus to the cross,
this is a time for deep gratitude, then on Easter Day we celebrate
the joy of the resurrection, victory over sin and death and new life
here and now and the promise of eternal life forever. It is an
emotional journey and goes to the very heart of our faith.
Some of you may have heard that I am preparing to make another
journey. After Easter I will be taking a 3 month sabbatical and using
some of that time to walk the ancient pilgrim route from St Jean
Pied a Port in France to Santiago de Compostella. It is a walk of
500 miles (yes I’ll probably sing the song by The Proclaimers at
some point!). I hope to have time to reflect as I make an internal
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spiritual journey at the same time as making a physical journey.
When I come back I hope to have opportunities to share all I have
learned in the process.
However you journey toward Easter this year, I pray you may be
touched afresh with the wonderful good news at the centre of our
faith: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!
Every blessing,
Liz

That Day
That day was a day like never before
As the Saviour died and the darkness grew,
Earth shuddered and rocks were split apart
As the veil of the temple was torn in two.
The centurion who witnessed all these things
The earthquake, the One who was nailed to the wood,
Seeing Him die could only say,
‘Surely this man was the Son of God’.
He rose as conqueror of the grave,
Death was defeated, the stone rolled away And man was released from all his bonds,
Christ rose as victor that glorious day.
The Light had pushed the darkness back,
He now stands resplendent for all to see,
Forgiveness, redemption all wrought on the cross,
The eternal fruits of Calvary.
By Megan Carter
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We wish to thank the Church Family for
the prayers, messages, flowers, visits
and support which we have received
following the death of our Mum and
Gran - Joan.
Mum had a strong faith and being able
to participate fully in Church life;
worshipping as a member, as a Choir
member, in the Banner Group,
Women’s Fellowship, at Coffee
mornings and Social events was very important to her. We drew
great comfort from being able to celebrate Mum’s life in the Church
where Mum and Dad worshipped together.
Thank you especially to Liz for her visits and prayers whilst Mum
was ill at home and throughout her final hours in hospital and also to
Ian and Linda for their prayers, support and thoughtfulness towards
our whole family.
Susan, Ian and Sophie Miller
My first thanks must go to Liz for her support and the two moving
services she conducted for Bryan. She perfectly matched what I
asked her to do . Bryan would have been delighted.
Grateful thanks to Stephen for his contribution on the organ.
Bryan would have been pleased with the red and white flowers
provided by the flower team.
I think everyone enjoyed the delicious buffet provided by the
refreshment team.
I have been extremely touched by the many phone calls, cards,
flowers and visitors I have received and to all I say thankyou.
To all who contributed to the collection for the British Heart
Foundation in Bryan's memory I express my gratitude.
Many thanks again
Lorna Jackson
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Dear Almighty, All-powerful Father God,
You brought light and hope out of darkness and despair. You
brought life out of death when you raised Jesus that first Easter
Day. Thank you that the tomb is forever empty and that Jesus is
forever alive!
No matter what is going on, no matter how little we understand, help
us to hold on to the Easter truth – Jesus is risen! He is alive today
and in Him we can put our trust, completely and confidently.
Because of Jesus, death is defeated. Because of Jesus, the best is
yet to be. Love wins! Hallelujah! We praise you, Lord, in Jesus
name, Amen.
By Daphne Kitching

The Youth of today!…is an expression we often hear,
usually in a derogatory context. However for those of us fortunate
to be at the Circuit service at Chester-le-Street recently we saw the
youth of today in action. Gsus is the Circuit Youth Praise group with
Ruth Kent, Andrew Watkin and James Hewitson and that morning
they played and lead the singing throughout the service. They were
a credit to all involved with the Circuit youth, most of all themselves.
For Ann and I sitting there were we further pleased that Andrew is
one of our BB Seniors, working for his Queen’s Badge and James is
a QB holder. It was also interesting to know that of all the church
services taking place that morning in Chester-le-Street, another one
was also being led by a (slightly!) older ex-member of our BB.
Well done Gsus - long may you continue…

8

FRIDAY NIGHT IS
MUSIC NIGHT March 4th
Olive Overton

Andre Rieu - I will follow Him
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZqN9aS2S3L0

Margaret Wilkinson John Williams - Cavatina
https://youtu.be/wvcOvpX0D5Q
David Piercy

Tell me the stories of Jesus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lf5uc0aA8Yg

Eileen Pringle

Morecambe & Wise - There is nothing like a dame
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2ox64f

Sheila Noke

Glasgow Orpheus Choir - Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0eqGDEzE8Lk

Norman Daynes

Jeff Lynne ELO - Mr Blue Sky
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMY5xe36cfE

Elizabeth Laverick Glenn Miller - Moonlight Serenade
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQseFAcWvtE
Jenny Willis

Cliff Richard - The Milennium Prayer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mL9yDb134Rk

June Marshall

Carousel - When you walk through a storm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1izigJX1pxI

Neil Garlick

Elbow - Open Arms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3kwh9Sr6KOo

Francis Phillips

Celtic Woman - Westering Home
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHLmm3X766o

Bob Dobson

Tredegar Town Band - Nimrod
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=leYVrGF6QrA

Encore

Katherine Jenkins - Time to say goodbye
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BR7EaHbPe54
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Editor: The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in
the Arts with a famous masterpiece by Giotto. If you use it, please
would you add at the end: Reprinted by kind permission of the
Arena Chapel, Padua.
‘In a grove lit only by a kiss’
Holy Week, as its name tells us, is the most important, holiest week
in the Church’s year, when we follow Jesus from His triumphant
entry into Jerusalem, to the Upper Room, to Calvary and to the
garden of the tomb. As we make that journey each year, we are not
just remembering past events. We are celebrating how eternity
touched Jerusalem in that first Holy Week and how eternity can
touch our lives now.
To create that impact and that realisation, the week is brim-full of
colour and variety in its worship, full of action and movement, full of
processions and music. But we might think it is a week with very
little silence.
Yet the silences are there if we look at the Gospels closely. We
enter an upper room and catch our breath when Jesus announces a
betrayer. Peter denies our Lord, a cock crows, and a bleak stillness
falls on that scene. In the palace Jesus stands accused, no words
are spoken, and the governor wonders in the silence. And there is
silence by the cross until the ninth hour. The silence does fall during
Holy Week, punctuating the crises of these tense days. It is
conveyed with dramatic force in this Gethsemane scene: Peter
Firth’s poem describes it as ‘a grove lit only by a kiss.’ The painting
is by Giotto, ‘The Kiss of Judas,’ and is part of an amazing series of
frescoes he painted for the Arena Chapel in Padua from 1305-06.
At first glance it is a scene of frenzied activity: burning torches wave
in the sky, weapons are wielded, and a ram’s horn blown. The
cohort of soldiers advance on Jesus, and Peter tries to defend Him
by cutting off a soldier’s ear in his anger. One of the religious
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leaders points to Jesus in
the centre of the painting.
And it is there that the
tragic stillness falls as our
eyes focus on the eyes of
Jesus: that steady,
discomforting gaze into
the eyes of Judas the
betrayer. Judas’ cloak
seems to engulf Jesus,
but it cannot blot out the
look of our Lord.
The face of Judas is
troubled, and the look of
Jesus seems to burrow
deep into that anxiety, beneath the surface into his heart.
In Holy Week they are eyes that look out to us. The face of Jesus is
turned in our direction, saying, ‘Yes, you may follow Me in the heady
excitement of Palm Sunday. But will you also follow Me into this
garden, on the way of My cross to the foot of Calvary, and beyond
to the empty tomb of Easter morning?’

FRIDAY NIGHT IS MUSIC NIGHT
Do you log in to the Zoom concerts but have not yet had the
opportunity to choose a piece of music? If you would like to take
part we would be delighted to hear from you. We’ve now had
several concerts, and it’s now harder to find people willing to take
part. To enable the concerts to continue we need lots of volunteers
so please do get in touch. It is quite simple, all you have to do is to
let us know what your choice is and then we find it on the internet.
On the night of the concert you will have up to 2 minutes to explain
why you chose the piece - if you are a bit nervous it’s quite alright
to have it written down and just read it from the paper.
Do please think about it.
JEAN and BOB DOBSON
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This month’s quiz! - Name that person. The following on from last
monthe here are two more photographs are from the opening of the
church in _____________
Names (and position in the photo) to Derick Lawson please.
(PS - I do recognise one handsome devil!)

12

13

Following the success of the work done by Neil Garlick over the
past 3 years, the post of Cornerstones Children and Families
Worker has been renewed for a further 3 years with effect from
January 2022. The post will be funded by a grant of £27,000,
spread over 3 years, from Newcastle District, an allocation of
£8,000 from the Georgina Blackburn Knox Legacy bequeathed to
the Church, and £8,000 from Cornerstones reserve funds.
Due to the popularity of the Wellbeing Taster Sessions we have
arranged for more courses to be held beginning on Saturday, 23rd
April. These courses will include sessions on crafting, meditation
and self-development. Full details can be found elsewhere in this
edition of Contact.
Activities for April include:
Knit n Natter – Crochet n Chatter - Every Tuesday 10am – 12
noon - First session free then £3 per session
Improvers IT - Every Thursday 10am – 12 noon - Due to the
success of our Beginners’ IT course we invite you to attend these
sessions to develop your knowledge and boost your confidence
when using computers. Please contact the Church Office to book
your place. £4 per session
Pilates with Jana - Every Monday 12 noon – 1.0pm - Book direct on
07918239856 - £4 per session
Food Safety Course Thursday 7th April 10.0am – 3.30pm - Free for
volunteers, unemployed and retired. Must be 19+ and living within
DH postcode
Friday Night is Music Night Friday, 8th April at 7.0pm. Another of our
popular Zoom concerts. We would be grateful if you could make the
time and date of the concert as widely known as you can among
your family and friends. Please note, however, that because of
copyright issues we are not allowed to advertise on social media.
The best way to pass on the code is probably by e-mail.
During Rev. Dr. Liz Kent’s absence on sabbatical leave, Bob
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Dobson will stand in as Chairman of the Cornerstones Management
Committee.
The terrible plight of the people of Ukraine has moved us all. Cities
have been destroyed by relentless bombing. Millions have fled their
homes with few possessions. Thousands have lost their lives. In
freezing conditions many of those left have no fresh water, little food
and no power for heating. Such unimaginable suffering makes our
own problems very small by comparison. Recently there was a post
on Facebook which I thought put things into perspective:
Instead of complaining about the cost of things and knowing
it'll get worse, here's a different mindset. I crawled into a
warm bed last night and I know where I'm sleeping tonight.
There is a roof over my head and the house is warm. The
fridge and cupboards have food. I turn on the tap and have
clean water. If I have to take less trips, walk a bit further, so
be it. We are luckier than most people that we share this
world with right now. Count your blessings, not your
entitlements.
Please keep the people of Ukraine in your prayers, praying that a
peaceful solution to the situation might soon be found.
Jean Dobson

FRIDAY NIGHT IS
MUSIC NIGHT
In December we asked you whether you wanted the Zoom
concerts to continue. The answer was an overwhelming ‘YES
PLEASE’ so here are the dates for the next series of concerts.
8th April
6th May
Please pop them in your diaries now and invite your family and
friends to join us.
We look forward to seeing you all at the next concert.
Jean and Bob Dobson and Robert Berry
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This series is written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church
Engagement Director at The Faraday Institute for Science and
Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on the positive relationship
between Science and Christian faith.
The Wonder and the Sorrow of PCR Tests
PCR tests are a fact
of life for most of us
at the moment. As a
biologist who was
doing this procedure
long before most
people had heard of
it, I take secret
delight in people’s
use of the acronym.
Let me open the laboratory door and share the wonders it conceals.
The swab that you, or someone else, pokes down your throat and
up your nose goes into a tube containing a little liquid. That liquid is
then heated or mixed with a chemical to kill any live virus particles,
then purified to get rid of every part of the virus except RNA.
The test is actually RT-PCR, the first step being Reverse
Transcription by an enzyme that converts any RNA present into
DNA. Multiple copies of that DNA are then made using the
Polymerase Chain Reaction. Reverse transcription produced one
half of a DNA helix, like one side of an unzipped zip. The enzyme
DNA Polymerase is a little like the zipper, except as well as zipping
up it also manufactures the other half of the zip using DNA subunits
that have been added to the tube. This process works because a bit
like a zip, the two sides of the DNA helix are mirror images of each
other. If that new helix is unzipped, DNA polymerase can then make
a new strand on both sides.
The beauty of PCR is in its simplicity. Multiple rounds of heating
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(which melts the DNA helix strands apart) and cooling (which allows
the enzyme to make new DNA) produce more and more mirrorimage DNA strands.
Scientists often have stories to tell about the wonders they study, or
make use of, in the lab. Sadly, if this particular process works it
means that there was probably COVID-19 in the sample, and
someone may be about to become quite ill.
Do you live with similar tensions in your own life? Perhaps you sell a
fantastic product that most people in the world can’t afford. Maybe
you love taking care of people, but your role only exists because
others live with great physical or mental challenges.
For the Psalmists, a relationship with God was forged in the
confusing space where the struggles of life mingled with praise for
creation and trust in Him. How can we learn from these inspired
ancient writers, celebrating the wonders we experience in our daytoday lives while also lamenting the world’s brokenness, praying for
healing and justice?
This post is reproduced, with permission, from licc.org.uk.

Joyce Bennett, Ann Lawson’s mother,
sends her best wishes to all those in
Chester-le-Street who have been asking
after her. Joyce is now living in Cookridge
Court Care Home, (Iveson Rise Cookridge,
Lawnswood, Leeds LS16 6NB) and will be
celebrating her 104th birthday on 10th April
- Happy Birthday Joyce!
and Derick Pringle reaches another significant
number so we wish him a happy 90th on 1st May.
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Womans Fellowship - Open Meeting
Monday May 9th at 2pm
You are invited to an Open Meeting of
the Women's Fellowship on Monday
9th May at 2pm.
Speaker Revd Marie Beard, outgoing District President of the
MWIB.
Her talk is on her year's designated charity Knitted Knockers .
This is a UK charity that knit or crochet
handmade prosthesis for women who
have undergone mastectomies.
Light refreshments will be served.
A collection will be taken for donations
to the charity.
Anyone interested is welcome to attend.
For more information contact Jenny Willis on 38882813 or Joan
Moor 6494473

Cornerstones. Art for Wellbeing.
Course activities
Session 9
Egg Decorating
Alice & Kay

April 5th

Session 10
Printmaking
Beano & Emma
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April 12th

We have been reviewing the printing of future editions of Contact.
There are a number of things which need considerations;
(a) what purpose does it serve?
(b) who is it for?
(c) format?
Which in turn raises the questions of
(i) how many copies?
(ii) mono or colour?
In respect of its purpose, it is there to inform the readers of
forthcoming events and report back on things which have taken
place so that they are aware of the various activities taking place on
and off the premises, and what is happening within the groups using
the premises. I have also tried to add additional material for simple
interest and occasionally thought provocation.
In respect of who is for, there are two main groups, the Church
members and those in the community using the premise etc. There
has been a suggestion of two versions, one for church members
and another for the community, the latter not conatining those
articles such as birthdays, anniversaries, thanks etc. which pertain
to the church members and are meaningless to the wider
community. This of course would add additional work for the editor.
As for the format, the A5 size is fine but what about the printing etc?
Originally the front cover was printed in colour in the office with the
remainder being printed in mono(black & white) and then collated by
a group of volunteers ready for distribution at the start of the month.
This meant that the deadline for articles was the 10th of the month
to allow for publishing, printing and collating to take place in time for
the month end. The size was also limited to a maximum of 24-28
pages as this was the maximum with which the stapler could cope.
A copy was also made available on line. Recently, especially thanks
to lockdown, the dealine has basically become the last day in of the
month (if need be) and the magazine has been in full colour, thus
allowing colour photos to be included. In the mono version care had
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to be taken regarding any graphics to ensure that they were
viewable when copied, not always the case and something that
could not easily be controlled or predicted prior to copying.
Producing an alternative mono edition will probably involve
removing all/most graphics.
So do we produce two editions each month?
Should they be full colour?
Who will do the copying if we revert to mono and who will collate
them?
In deciding how many copies, it was decided that many of the
groups do not need one copy per member. The youth organisations
do not, and many other groups operating on the premises often left
the copies behind. So that reduces the number required quite
considerably. The idea will be that copies will be availble in the key
locations in the church for visitors to read, and take away if they
wish.
But what about members? Members have been asked if they would
NEED a hard copy, i.e. they cannot access a copy on line as
opposed to want/like/wish a hard copy i.e. they can access it on line
but LIKE a hard copy in their hand. This adds extra cost to
publication where strictly it is not needed. Could they print their own
hard copy?
If we are to return to a mass production each month the deadline
cannot be later than 15th of each month to give me time to put it
together and still leave time for printing, collation etc. (if there are
still volunteers to do this). Also bringing forward the dealine to
earlier in the month will mean that last minute additions will not be
possible and some articles will simply not be included, unlike the
last two years!
I, and the editorial/production team would appreciate your input so
please send them to me at the email address on the last page.
Volunteers are also welcome.
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FREE ACCREDITED TRAINING FOR 2022
Level 2 Food Safety
Thursday 7th April 2022 10am-4pm

To be eligible for this FREE training you must be 18+,
UNEMPLOYED, RETIRED/VOLUNTEERING.
You MUST live or volunteer in County Durham to qualify.
Courses will be held at Cornerstones Centre at Chester le Street
Methodist Church.
To book your place contact us at info@cornerstonescentre.co.uk or
call us on 0191 3881313
These courses have been
made possible through the
funds awarded from
Durham County Council
Community Buildings
Support Fund.
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You are invited to Chester-le-Street
Methodist Church’s monthly all age
worship event…

We explore what being a Christian means for us
today through sketches, songs, activities and
conversation in a relaxed atmosphere.

Here are the Sunday dates and themes
for this year:
10th April 2022 – Palm Sunday
1st May 2022 – Jesus is Alive!
5th June – Pentecost
3rd July 2022 – The Last Supper –
Hopefully meeting in Riverside Park

cfw.cornerstones@gmail.com
or call 07855 386292.
Neil Garlick, Children & Families Worker

Lost in the mail!
In Swansea there used to be a well-known firm of solicitors called W
G Christian and Sons. A letter sent to them from overseas was
addressed simply: W. G. Christian, South Wales. It eventually
arrived at their office with a note from the Post Office attached. It
read: “No Christians in Cardiff – try Swansea.”
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Those articles without names along with God in the Sciences, God in the Arts are
courtesy of Parish Pump

CORNERSTONES
Tel: Office - 0191 388 1313
Mobile - 0780 674 5097
e-mail - info@cornerstonescentre.co.uk
www.cornerstonescentre.co.uk
CORNERSTONES MISSION STATEMENT
A permanent commitment by the whole Church to reach out
and become more involved in the life of the community of
Chester-le-Street and for the community to be supported
by the wider Church family.
Items for "Contact" to be handed in by the 10th of the month to:
Derick Lawson, 2 Loweswater Avenue, Chester-le-Street, DH2 3HJ
Tel: 3884684 e-mail: - derick.lawson@btinternet.com
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