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LETTER FROM DEACON LINDA

Dear Friends,

The wonder of new life and growth continually fills me with
amazement and awe. Flowers, stems and leaves carefully springing
from tiny seeds & bulbs buried in the soil. Huge, towering oak trees
from small acorns. Watching the tree in garden blossom, slowly but
surely becoming covered in pink blossom from the previously bare
branches.

New life and growth are fundamental for Christians too. Spiritually
we are given new life when we put our faith in Jesus
Christ: ‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ they are a new creation; the old
has gone, the new has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

We are then to keep changing and growing through the Holy Spirit
working in us, so that we become more like Christ, more mature
in faith, developing spiritual gifts and fruit, contributing to the
building up of the church.

For years | have been challenged by some words on a bookmark
that | was given: “Who you are is God's gift to you - Who you
become is your gift to God.”

God does not want us to stay the same, but to keep growing; as we
see the wonder of creation around us, the rich varieties, shades,
colours, shapes and textures, let us give thanks for:

The gift of life

The gift of each other

The gift of the Holy Spirit who renews and strengthens us
The new life we can have in Christ, because he died for us.

As we approach Good Friday and then the day of celebration when
Jesus rose from the dead, let us pray that we will go on being
changed and becoming like Him:



“I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and
the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in
his death, and so, somehow to attain to the resurrection from
the dead.” (Philippians Chapter 3 verse | )

Let us pray that the signs of Easter will be revealed in and through
us - as in following Jesus, we too seek to live lives characterised by
love. May God bless our living and our serving, so that through them
many may find the hope that the resurrection of our Lord Jesus
brings.

Every Blessing,

Deacon Linda

June 22" 2019
10.00am - 3.00pm
Great Lumley Methodist Church

Speaker: Rev. Tony Buglass
Bible Roots - Stories, Scribes and Scrolls

A day to explore the origins of the Bible - the histories,
events, and people which gave us the books.

A study day for preachers and anyone who is interested in
how the Bible was written.

Book your place here: www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bible-roots-
ti -




METHODIST WOMEN IN BRITAIN

The Annual District Dinner will be held on
Wednesday 10" July 2019
at Talbot Road Methodist Church,
ields.
L South Shields L

@nwm Tickets cost £8. &@AWB

Those wishing to attend
should give names and money to
Jenny Willis or Joan Moore by 30t April

Transport will be arranged if numbers warrant

NEW COURSE

ITQ Level 2 Certificate at Cornerstones.
This course will be run by Adult Learning and Skills Service.
Wednesdays 9.30am - 12noon
for 11 weeks from 24th April 2019.
Book your place on 03000 266 115 or
alss@durham.gov.uk




ECG Joins ‘Thy Kingdom Come’

Saturday 8" June 2019 10.30am - 4.00pm
Chester-le-Street Methodist Church

Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer

S aN
. movement, which invites Christians around
/ // \\ the world to pray between Ascension and
7 N\ :  Pentecost for more people to come to know

THY KINGDOM COME

i ,  Jesus Christ. The dates fall between

\\\\ % f Thursday 30th May - Sunday Sth June
/ . S

\ / 2019. Further information is found on the

Methodist Church Website.

ECG are holding an all-age prayer event on £ (= gy

Saturday 8th June 2019 to coincide with
this. The event will be free admission, and :
all are really welcome. Workshops and NORTH EAST

celebrations commence at 10.30am.

To book your place visit Eventbright

or email elaine@lindridge.org.uk
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Miscellaneous observations on daily life

Time and money are the heaviest burdens of life, and
unhappiest of all mortals are those who have more of either
than they know how to use. Samuel Johnson

Books are men of higher stature, and the only men that speak
aloud for future times to hear. Elizabeth Barrett Browning

There's nothing better than a good friend, except a good friend
with chocolate. Linda Grayson
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Women’s Fellowship

Mondays at 2pm

April

In Mrs. Maureen Simpson
gt Mrs. Audrey Telford
15™ Mrs. Joyce Hindmarsh
22 EASTER MONDAY
29t Mrs. Joan Evans

May

6th BANK HOLIDAY

13th United Meeting at the Parish Church
20t Mrs. Jean Auld

27 BANK HOLIDAY

All ladies welcome at any or all
of these meetings!

i Mobile Cinema
! Wednesday 10th April at 11am
1 Disney’s Wreck-It Ralph 2: Ralph Breaks the Internet

I Tickets £1
i Refreshments available

1 Six years after the events of "Wreck-It Ralph,* Ralph and
| Vanellope, now friends, discover a Wi-Fi router in their arcade, |
1 leading them into a new adventure, i
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Dear Friends,

If you're reading this then it is probably fair to assume you are an
avid reader of Contact magazine! | know that many people look
forward to reading the articles, news and contributions every month,
and for some of our housebound members, receiving Contact from
their pastoral visitor is a vital way of keeping in touch with the church
community and all that goes on here. As you will imagine, editing,
producing and distributing Contact takes a dedicated team and we
are grateful to all who make Contact possible.

After 20 years as editor, Christine Smith has indicated that she
would like to step down from this role and after doing such a great
job for two decades | hope we are able to honour that wish. This
means there is a vacancy for ‘editor of Contact’ from July and
Christine has said she is willing to help and support anyone who
would like to take the role on (maybe by shadowing her in the role
over the next few months).

If you think this is something you could do, please speak to Christine
or myself, even if it is just to ask about what is involved. If there is
someone you think may be good at this role, particularly someone
who may not put themselves forward, please have a word with them
to encourage them to think about it.

Every blessing,
Liz

R E o o o S R S R R E o o o S S S Sy

St Cuthbert’s Hospice

Thank you to all who supported our Coffee Morning on
26" February. The grand total of £320 was handed over
to the Hospice. Lesley and Denise.
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EASTER SERVICES

Palm Sunday, 14*% April

10.00am  Service led by Kathy Bevan
6.00pm Service led by Allen Humes

Wednesday 17 April

7.00pm ‘Churches Together’ Service at our Church

Maundy Thursday, 18* April

7.00pm Communion Service led by Rev Dr Liz Kent
with music by the choir

Good Friday, 19 April

11.00am  Walk of Witness (starting in Ropery Lane)
11.30am  Service in Market Place
3.00pm Service of Reflection

Easter Sunday, 21° April

10.00am  Communion Service led by Rev Dr Liz Kent
6.00pm Communion Service led by Rev Dr Liz Kent
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CHURCH FLOWER LIST

Jean & Bob Dobson
Elizabeth Grieveson

Betty Driscoll
Sonia & Walter Wilson

Ellen Beetlestone
Joy Thompson

Margaret Stoyle
Lesley Walton

If anyone would like to make a donation towards the flowers there are

several dates available throughout the year.
Please see Gill Nairm or Mary Sanderson.



CORNERSTONES

In April we celebrate Easter and the resurrection of Christ giving the
promise of eternal life to all those who believe in Him. Our Easter services
are planned as follows:

Paim Sunday, 14*" April

10.0am  Service led by Kathy Bevan

6.0pm Service led by Allen Humes

Wednesday 17" April

7.0pm Churches Together Service at our Church

Maundy Thursday, 18" April

7.0pm Communion Service led by Rev Dr Liz Kent with contributions
by the choir

Good Friday, 19* April

11.0am  Walk of Witness (starting in Ropery Lane)

11.30am Service in Market Place

3.0pm Service of Reflection

Easter Sunday, 21% April

10.0am Informal Communion led by Rev Dr Liz Kent

6.0pm Traditional Communion led by Rev Dr Liz Kent

On Mondays at 10.0~11.0am a new Pilates class with Jana takes place.
This is followed at 11.0am-12noon by a Yoga class, again with Jana.
Classes cost £4 per session or £7 if both classes are taken. Please ring
0791 8239856 to book a place. On Wednesday, 10" April at 11.0am the
Mobile Cinema will visit us to show the film, ‘Wreck It Ralph 2: Ralph
Breaks the Internet’. These visits provide opportunities for parents to take
little ones to see a film without an expensive cinema visit. On Saturday,
13% April at 7.0pm we can all enjoy a Spring Concert by Chester-le-Street
Civic Choir and Felling Concert Choir. Tickets, price £7 are available from
the office. On Tuesday, 23™ April at 7.0pm the Fund-Raising Team are
holding a Fashion Evening by the Complete Clothing Company. Tickets,
price £3, are available from the office.

The Cornerstones branch of the Women's Institute began in January
2017 and has proved to be tremendously popular. At its launch they had
so many ladies, from a wide age range, who wanted to enrol that they had
to limit membership to 70. Remarkably, ever since then they've had a
waiting list of ladies keen to take the place of anyone who leaves. It's the
newest branch of the W.I. in County Durham and, like every branch, they

-
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needed their own banner. The ladies of Cornerstones Craft Group kindly
assisted in making a beautiful banner for them, especially those Craft
Group members who had recently joined the new W.1., a great example of
co-operation between Cornerstones groups. The W.I. is based on ideals
of fellowship, truth, tolerance and justice. The organisation is non-
sectarian and non-party political. Their Branch President, Allison Henry,
explained that they are affiliated to the W.I. nationally and each year are
invited to suggest issues which they'd like to have raised at the National
A.G.M. Previous issues raised have included such important topics as
mental health, plastic in the sea, loneliness and menstrual poverty. Each
meeting begins with about 15 minutes of business matters before about 45
minutes of the main programme for the evening. These have included a
lady giving a Chinese cookery demonstration, 2 young men giving a virtual
reality presentation of videos of local places which they use to help
dementia sufferers, a talk by ‘Sadie the Bra Lady', a talk on bee-keeping
and a talk on Lily Lowes, the only lady on the Chester-le-Street war
memorial, after which the members made poppies for Remembrance Day.
Trips out have included a theatre visit to see ‘Calendar Girls’ and a wine-
tasting evening. Every evening ends with coffee and a chance for a chat,
with all members taking turns to provide cake to have with coffee. The
meetings are held in the Upper Room at 7.0pm on the 4™ Monday of every
month. If you'd like to join the group, you'll need to see Alison to have your
name added to the waiting list.

Recently snowdrops and daffodils have been appearing in our gardens and
by the roadside. Where just a few years ago a single bloom appeared,
now there are small clumps of flowers. Where some time ago there were
clumps, now they've grown into beautiful swathes or banksides full of
flowers. it's a picture we would do well to keep in mind as we try to reach
out to the community around us. Single, small gestures may not make
much impression, but the same small gesture repeated time and time again
can make quite an impact. A few welcoming words or a small act of
kindness repeated many times can be a way of making people around us
feel part of our wider Church family and helping them to their own personal
experience of God's love for them. The Chinese philosopher, Lao Tzy,
taught: ‘The journey of a thousand miles begins with one step’
We have hundreds of people coming into our premises each week and we
need to take every opportunity that presents itself to make them feel very
welcome and part of our Church family.

Jeawn Dobsow
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Organised by

The Fundraising |
Team |

. Corﬁplete
Clothing
Company

“

Venue:
Chester-le-Street

'Methodist Church

' Day: Tuesday

Date: April 23rd
Time: 7.00pm
Ticket Price: £3.00

www.complete-clothing.co.uk Tel. 01377 684330 Mob.07774 458214
& /CompleteCiothingCompany email.Complete-clothing@hotmail.co.uk
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Easter Joy

| remember vividly a simple poster | saw on the notice board of our
local Methodist Chapel. it had a silhouette of three crosses on a hill,
and underneath the words, ‘FOR YOU’. Nothing fancy or clever, but
a clear presentation of the Easter message, and it struck me deeply.

At Easter our thoughts are drawn to the death and resurrection of
Jesus. These events are central to our faith, but sometimes we can
over-complicate their meaning. The heart of it, though, remains
very simple: Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and
on the third day was raised to life (1Corinthians 15:3).

He died to show his love for you. He gave his life as a demonstration
or proof of the love He has for each one of us, no matter who we
are or what we have done. He was motivated to lay down His life
for us, not out of duty or obligation, but compassionate love. See
Romans 5:8

He died to set you free. Sin has entangled every one of us. We are
under its power and unable to ourselves to loosen its grip. At the
cross Jesus dealt with sin once and for all by dying in our place. Now,
when we turn to Him for help, we can be released from the hold it
has on us and find complete forgiveness.

He died to bring you home. The Cross makes it possible for us to
be reconciled to God. Like the prodigal son we were once far
away from God, but now because we have been forgiven, we can
return to our true home in God. A welcome awaits us, and a joy-
filled reunion is possible.

This Easter why not think about these two simple words: FOR
YOU.

Rev. Tony Horsfall (Parish Pump: April 2019)
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FROM THE STEWARDS ....

They say that time flies by when you are enjoying yourself. I can
hardly believe that it is twelve months since I wrote the last letter
to Contact, it seems so much has happened since then, but I will
just go back this last month.

On February 24" it was my privilege to attend the ‘Re-new’
fellowship (which is part of our Church) the occasion being the
Baptism of my great-grandson Freddie Jonathan Raine and also to
witness the Baptism of his parents Jonathan and Sarah, and also
Zulfa Nicholson. It was very moving to see their public commitment
to God, especially as I have close connections with them all,

We are now in the first Sunday in Lent and again we were able to
witness another Baptism of baby Theo Spencer Ross which was
another joyful occasion.

Lent means different things to different people. In some cases it is
of dread because of the idea of giving something up which we enjoy,
to some it is doing extra acts of kindness which brings joy to
someone else, whatever we do during Lent may it be a means of
getting closer in our walk with God. ‘

On Saturday March 9% it was the Annual Book Sale which was once
again a success and we thank everyone who was involved in
organizing this event.

We are looking forward to the 47*" Church Family Weekend to
Scarborough 29" -31% March. It is also Mother’s Day on the 31* and
we need to put our clocks forward to welcome Spring on the 30"
March.

A favourite verse of mine is Philippians 4:13 ‘I can do everything
through Him who gives me strength’

Freda Raine
14



Easter Trivia Quiz

What was the largest ever Easter egg hunt?

The most-ever entrants for an egg hunt competition was
12,773. It was The Fabergé Big Egg Hunt, as part of World
Record London, in London, UK in April 2012.

What was the largest-ever decorated Easter egg?

This was built in March 2008, by Freeport in Alcochete,
Portugal. It measured 14.79 m (48 ft 6 in) long and 8.40 m
(27 ft 6 in) in diameter.

What was the largest ever chocolate Faster egg?

It was made in Tosca (ltaly) and weighed 7,200 kg (15,873 Ibs
4.48 oz). It had a circumference of 19.6 m (64 ft 3.65 in) at its
widest point. It was exhibited in a shopping centre in
Cortenuova, ltaly, in April 2011,

What was the largest ever Easter egg tree?
This was set by Zoo Rostock GmbH, Rostock, Germany, who
decorated a tree with 76,596 painted hens' eggs in April 2007.

What about the most expensive hot cross bun?

This was baked in 1829 in Stepney, London, UK. It was bought
by Bill Foster (UK) for £155 at the Antiques for Everyone show
at the NEC in Birmingham, West Midlands, UK, in April 2000.
Hot cross buns were originally made to hang in the kitchen to
ward off evil spirits.

What was the biggest-ever (real) Easter bunny?

So far, the longest rabbit was Darius, a Flemish giant rabbit
owned by Annette Edwards (UK), who was found to be 4 ft 3
in (129 cm) long when measured for an article in the UK's Daily
Mail newspaper in April 2010.
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Church Family News

Congratulations ...

... to Jean and Bob Dobson who celebrate their Diamond Wedding
Anniversary on 4" April,

Welcome ...

... to Theo Spencer Ross who was received into the Church Family
by Baptism on 10” March 2019

We Remember ...

... in our prayers all those who are recently bereaved and especially
the family and friends of David Wood. We pray that God's love will
surround them at this time.
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With Easter in mind. ..

The world cannot bury Christ. The earth is not deep enough for
His tomb, the clouds are not wide enough for His winding-sheet.
Edward Thomson

Easter Peace: it does not mean to be in a place where there is no
noise, trouble or hard work. It means to be in the midst of those
things and still be calm in your heart. Anon

Easter spells out beauty, the rare beauty of new life.
S D Gordon
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